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His predecessor in office, Babu Ramanath
Nandi, in addition to his appointment as a Professor
in the college, was the retained Legal Adviser
of the Nawab Nazim of Murshidabad. Sir Gooroo-
dass's uncle approached his friend, the Dewan,
with a request to appoint his nephew to the vacant
post. Raja Prasanna Narain Deb at first put it off
on the ground that his nephew was too young to be
able to do all that was required for the successful
management of a law suit. Sir Gooroodass took
the refusal in good spirit saying that no one could
add to or take away a pice from what his destiny
had reserved for him as his due from the Nawab's
treasury. It was not long, however, before fortune
smiled on him and he succeeded in securing this
appointment.

The first fee that Sir Gooroodass received as a
lawyer was through the patronage of his friend,
Babu Matilal Banerjee, who was the first man
in his profession in Berhampore when Sir Gooroodass
went there. This as well as his first earnings as a
Professor in the Presidency College were applied
by his mother in the construction of a silver seat
for the family god. Babu Matilal was of great
help to Sir Gooroodass in his start in life as a lawyer,
and Sir Gooroodass ever afterwards freely acknow-
ledged his indebtedness to this gentleman for his
success in life. Matilal Babu was not only a sound
lawyer, but he was a man of generous instincts,
strictly honest in his professional dealings and most
considerate and helpful to Ms juniors. Sir Gooroo-
dass told us that in a case occurring in a Mahomedan